
WELCOME TO AP STUDIO ART! 
 
Summer Assignments  
In this course you will choose to complete one of the following portfolio choices: 
 Drawing (Drawing portfolios are scored on the use of the Art Elements) 
 2D Design (2D Design portfolios are scored on the use on Design Principles) 

3D Design (3D design students will choose either a Sculpture Portfolio of Ceramic Portfolio. These portfolios are graded on the use of 3D design 
principles) 

 
Carefully review the AP Studio Art Poster and CHOOSE THE ASSIGNMENT LIST THAT PERTAINS TO YOUR CHOSEN PORTFOLIO.  If you are unsure 
about which portfolio you will choose, complete the Drawing assignments. 
 
All summer assignments are due the first day of class in September. These assignments are required work that is expected upon entry into this AP 
Studio Art Class. They will be graded as a project grade and marked down if they are turned in late as per school policy. 
 
Below are some examples of the quality expected on assignments. The works selected are of an AP score of “5” quality. This level of quality takes time. 
DO NOT LEAVE THESE ASSIGNMENTS UNTIL THE LAST WEEK BEFORE SCHOOL STARTS.   
 

   
Caroline Dewing  (Drawing Portfolio)    Ryan Marsden (Drawing Portfolio)     



          
Ryan Marsden (Drawing Portfolio)                          Morgen Alcala (2D Design Portfolio-photography)  Katie Boyle  (2D Design Portfolio-photography)   
 

      
Daniel Hounsell (2D Design Portfolio) Kelly O’Grady (Ceramic Portfolio) Kramer Campinsano (Drawing Portfolio



Summer Assignment for DRAWING PORTFOLIO 
You are strongly encouraged to maintain a sketchbook in this class. Drawing everyday helps maintain and build skills. Your sketchbook is a valuable 
resource for ideas and sometimes portfolio pieces as well. 
 
Part One: Choose three of the assignments listed below.  Complete each drawing as a completed work no larger than 18X24”. You may use drawing or painting 
materials of your choice.  Pay close attention to overall composition light source, cast shadows and reflected light.  Remember to pay close attention to value, 
perspective and overall composition and concept. 

1. Under lit, Expressive Self-Portrait 
Set up a light source that illuminates your face from below.  Focus on your expression and light source.  Try to convey a clear mood. 

2. Metallic Reflection That Shows Life 
Find a metallic object with a large reflective area.  Draw the object as a still life, but pay close attention to the reflection.  The reflective area should 
clearly show life around it such as people, color and objects.  

3. Bicycle Design  
Draw an interesting angle of a bicycle or tricycle. DO NOT simply draw a side view—see example.  

4. Hands that Show Emotion 
Overlap and entwine hands creating interesting negative and positive spaces.  Make the hands show emotion through their composition, use of value and 
color and position. (Please not hands in the shape of a heart) 

5. A Drawing of an Unusual Interior 
Look inside a cabinet, refrigerator, under the hood of a car, anything that is from an unusual perspective and draw what you see. Be sure to focus on a 
confined space and include as much detail as possible. Be careful of the correct use of perspective. 

6. Draw a Pile of Shoes 
Shoes show character and the impression of those that wore them. Draw an arrangement of at least three of your family’s shoes. 

7. Still Life  
Cover a table with a wrinkled and folded cloth. Set up objects on the cloth. Draw from observation and render the objects as carefully as possible. Use 
full value and proportion is important 
. 

Part Two: Write a reflection on the process, inspiration, challenges, etc. you encountered working over the summer. No less than 1 page, no more than 2 pages, 
neatly written and typed. (Get used to the idea that there will be writing assignments in this course. Written artist’s statements are a core part of the AP 
curriculum. 
Remember Quality level: The shoe drawing by Ryan was a summer assignment.:   

 



Summer Assignment for 2-D DESIGN PORTFOLIO 
 
Part Two: Choose three of the assignments listed below.  You may use the medium of your choice including digital.  Pay close attention to overall design and 
composition as well as technical aspects. 

1. Illustrate a Transformation on Four Levels 
Using subject matter of your choice, illustrate a clear transformation in stages.  A simple example would be to paint a whole apple, then an apple with 
bites out of it, a core and then a rotting apple. 

2. Still Life Focusing on Pattern 
Create a repetitive pattern of a simple object on a grid.  Illustrate the simple object using various styles or art movement such as Impressionism, 
Expressionism, Abstraction, Dadaism, Pop Art, and Cubism etc.   

3. Texture, Scale and Emphasis 
Draw or paint the interior of a fruit with an interesting texture at least 10 times life size.  Pay close attention to cropping and composition.   

4. Nature and the Elements of Design 
Produce a series of four same-size drawings that function collectively as one artwork.  Chose an element from natures you can hold such as a flower, 
seedpod or leaf for inspiration.  Draw the object once life-sized, once cropped and enlarged to show emphasis, a section that shows symmetry or 
asymmetry and finally a section that shows repetition. 

5. Complete at least 4, 2-page spreads in an altered book. 
Using reference from current events, complete 4 well designed, 2-page spreads in your altered book. You may use any combination of mediums. Pay 
close attention to unifying the two pages. Be careful not to place important information in the center “gutter” area. 

 
Part Three: Write a reflection on the process, inspiration, challenges, etc. you encountered working over the summer. No less than 1 page, no more than 2 pages, 
neatly written and typed. (Get used to the idea that there will be writing assignments in this course. Written artist’s statements are a core part of the AP 
curriculum. 
 

 
Janna Linsenmeyer 



Summer Assignments for 2-D Photography  
 
 Be sure to use FINE setting on your camera. Be sure to save your images at a minimum of 300 DPI. When resizing in Photoshop UNCHECK the 
“Resample Image” box when changing resolution. Fully explore your camera’s capability and maximize the use of Aperture and Shutter Speed. The same holds 
true with using imaging software. It is recommended that you use Photoshop.  
 
Part One: Choose 12 of the following assignments. Log them into your sketchbook noting aperture/f-stop, shutter speed, light conditions, etc. This will help you 
recreate effects in the future. 

1. Record your travels this summer.  
2. Take 2 photos of the same family member or friend. Focus on different moods. 
3. Take a series of photos that deal with repeating shapes in a composition. 
4. Study faces and figures this summer. Take a “character” photo of someone’s face who really speaks to your personally. 
5. Do a series of photos where you are “panning” the subject(s). 
6. Create a composition where your freeze the action of your subject. 
7. Take a series of photos of the same landscape, cityscape, or beach scene at different times of day capturing the changing light. 
8. Photograph night scene. Try some time-lapse photography. 
9. Work with silhouettes. Try a series and improve your composition with each new photograph. 
10. Set up an interesting still life on any related or unrelated items. Take a series of photographs as thought you were a fashion magazine/home 

magazine photographer on assignment. Concentrate on texture, shape, composition, negative and positive space, lighting… 
11. Take a series of photos that tell a story or present a social issue or something you are passionate about. 
12. Take a strong photo using only natural lighting. Soft or strong contrast. 
13. Isolate a pattern you see in nature or a manmade pattern and photograph it. 
14. Think outside the box… go to a weird location for find some strange angles to a seemingly normal situation or subject. Photograph it. Maybe 

juxtapose a normal and a strange person/place… 
15. Take a series of black and white photos. Experiment with lighting, contrast, light and dark tones. Texture, etc. 
16. Photograph something that deals with perspective. Think of composition and leading the eye into the work. 
17. Experiment with different ways to use framing in your photographs. Try for a series of three different framing devices. (Doorway, window, foliage, 

hands and hair) 
18. Work with people, people and more people: try posed shots in different lighting, try informal street portraits, try group portraits, try people in 

positions where the background helps explain the photo… 
19. Head to the junkyard, an industrial park, or at least find some interesting dumpsters or piles of garbage to photograph. With diffused light (overcast 

day), you’ll be able to see shapes and color beautifully. With direct light (bright sun/late afternoon) you’ll notice textures and lines. 
 

Part Two: Write a reflection on the process, inspiration, challenges, etc. you encountered shooting over the summer. No less than 1 page, no more than 2 pages, 
neatly written and typed. (Get used to the idea that there will be writing assignments in this course. Written artist’s statements are a core part of the AP 
curriculum. 



Summer Assignment for 3-D Design Portfolio 
 

 
Part One: Choose three of the assignments listed below.  Pay close attention to overall form and composition as well as final presentation. Your three sculpture 
should be complete and of high quality. 

1. Additive Sculpture Using Found Objects to Narrate a Fairy Tale 
Use found objects to create a visually coherent piece.  Make the piece coherent through a clear concept/theme and color use. 

2. Representational, Stylized or Idealized Figure Sculpture 
Using a sculpting material of your choice, produce a representational, stylized or idealized figure.  Pay close attention to form and anatomy and begin 
the sculpture, with a few figure drawings.  Surface finish is as important as the form so choose to add color if it improves your design. 

3. Family or Personal History 
Using found, and produced objects; create an assemblage that clearly shows family or personal history.  Focus on creating a clear narrative. 

4. Expressive Self-Portrait  
Using additive and subtractive techniques produce an expressive self-portrait in self-hardening clay, plaster or wax.  Pay close attention to anatomy, 
proportion as well as the expression and conveyed emotion.  Prepare for the sculpture by first completing an expressive self-portrait.   

5. Architectural Design 
Produce an architectural design for a school, public building or monument.  Begin with a clear, to-scale drawing.   

 
Part Three: Write a reflection on the process, inspiration, challenges, etc. you encountered working over the summer. No less than 1 page, no more than 2 pages, 
neatly written and typed. (Get used to the idea that there will be writing assignments in this course. Written artist’s statements are a core part of the AP 
curriculum. 
 

      
AP College Board image                                        AP College Board image         Student             Student                            
 



Summer Assignment for Ceramic Design Portfolio 
 
Part One:  Take home a bag of clay and some simple tools to complete 4 of the following assignments. Do not worry about firing and glazing. 

 
Basic Skill Assignments: 
1. Create a simple, well-constructed pinch pot. Your aim is to create a thin, even form. Remember clay is very strong when it is constructed this way. 

Try to achieve as thin a wall as possible! 
2. Create a simple object built around a form with added texture. Choose an interesting form to work with and be sure to use texture to enhance your 

form. 
3. Create a formed pot with added construction of facial features. Don’t forget the possible addition of hair, feet or hands! 
4. Create a pouring vessel with spout and handle. 
5. Create an animal mug. Research Yixing Teapots as reference for this assignment. Include photo of the work that inspired you, however, do not copy 

another artist’s work. 
6. Review coil construction by creating a simple dish. Research ethnic potter, Maria Martinez. Incorporate her construction methods in your design. 

(You may borrow my video of Maria Martinez in process.) 
7. Extend your skills to create a functional form. Design your project by drawing and combining at least 3 geometric forms. 
8. Use finger-pressed coils to create textural interest in a form. Using this technique, the finger joints are not smoothed. You may wish to add a 

pouring spout, handles or lid as well. 
9. Research Ceramic Construction technique and project ideas online. You may substitute any of the above assignments with the results of 

this research. Be very careful not to copy another artist’s work exactly. The College Board would consider a direct copy a copyright 
infringement. 

 
Part Two: Write a reflection on the process, inspiration, challenges, etc. you encountered working over the summer. No less than 1 page, no more than 2 pages, 
neatly written and typed. (Get used to the idea that there will be writing assignments in this course. Written artist’s statements are a core part of the AP 
curriculum. 

It is strongly encouraged that you take a class or find studio time in a local pottery store to improve your wheel skills. If you are not able to do so this 
summer, expect to spend time during or after school next fall to improve your skills. Wheel throwing can only be mastered through practice.  

 

        Kelly O’Grady was inspired by California Funk ceramics. 


