
M O U N T A I N 
L A K E S  H I G H 

S C H O O L

Students, ask 
yourself . . .
Is there something that you would 
really like to learn about which is 
not offered at our school?

Would you say that you are a self-
motivated student?  Are you 
comfortable learning 
independently?

Do you have good time 
management skills?

Do you enjoy sharing what you have 
learned with others?

Are you excited to try something 
new? 

M O U N T A I N  L A K E S  H I G H  S C H O O L
O N L I N E  A C A D E M Y
For more information contact:

Nancy Latimer
MLHS Educational Technology Specialist

nlatimer@mtlakes.org

S E L F -D I R E C T E D, 
I N T E R E S T -D R I V E N 

L E A R N I N G .  

U N L I M I T E D 
O P P O R T U N I T I E S .  

W E L C O M E !

If you answered “yes” to these 
questions, then this is for you!

Introducing the  

M O U N T A I N  L A K E S 
H I G H  S C H O O L 

O N L I N E  A C A D E M Y 

Fast Facts

The Online Academy allows students to 
learn about topics of interest to them 
which are beyond the MLHS curriculum

Enrollment in the Online Academy is 
open to Juniors and Seniors and runs for 
the length of a semester

Each student will have a Personalized 
Learning Plan developed in conjunction 
with the MLHS Educational Technology 
Specialist who will serve as a mentor to 
the student throughout the process

The student’s Personalized Learning Plan 
will specify a variety of online resources 
which will be used to accomplish the 
student’s learning goal

Students may use their free periods to 
work and study in the MLHS Academy and 
Technology Center 

Weekly check-ins will track progress and 
ensure student success

A 5-10 minute presentation showcasing 
the student’s learning will serve as a 
culminating activity

Successful completion will earn the 
student a digital badge on their MLHS 
transcript



A Personalized Learning Plan for Online Coursework 

Any school has limitations on what 
programs and courses it can offer its 
students.  Reasons for this may include 
school size, budget, level of interest in a 
course, access to resources, and 
scheduling problems - or a combination 
of any of these.  How can we address 
the needs of all of our learners, who may 
have a wide variation in interests as well 
as ability levels?

The Internet has revolutionized every 
area of modern life, and now education 
is taking its turn.  Students and teachers 
have access to a wealth of shared 
teaching and learning materials freely 
available online.  What would happen if 
we extended the reach of what our 
school has to offer to include these 
resources?   What if we were to give our 
students the opportunity to have more 
agency over their learning, to be able to 
directly influence what they learn and 
how they learn it?  Mountain Lakes 
High School is proud to announce the 
Online Academy.

Each student who is enrolled in the Online Academy will work one-on-one with our Educational 
Technology Specialist to develop a Personalized Learning Plan which meets his or her individual 
interests and needs.  The plan will pool a variety of online resources to form a comprehensive 
portfolio of coursework that will allow each student to study topics that are not available at MLHS 
or which are more advanced than our current offerings.  Following are some examples of 
resources that may be part of a student’s Personalized Learning Plan.

Self-Paced Courses
Providers in this area mainly offer lessons that students may take at 
their own pace.  Examples include MIT OpenCourseWare, iTunes 
University, Udacity, Khan Academy, Udemy, and Peer-to-Peer 
University.  A wide variety of content is available from these and 
other providers.

Open Educational Resources
Open educational resources (OER) are freely accessible online 
materials for teaching and learning.  Resources include course 
materials, textbooks, audio and video lectures, simulations, and case 
studies. OER Commons is a Web site that provides a single point of 
access to over 40,000 high-quality open educational resources.  

Massive Open Online Courses
MOOCs provide access to many of the same courses being offered 
at the world’s finest universities.  MOOCs are almost always free, 
involve large-scale participation, and usually have a set begin and end 
date.  Examples of MOOC providers include Coursera (founded by 
professors at Stanford and partnering with over 80 institutions), 
edX (founding partners Harvard and MIT with 27 institutions 
currently involved) and NovoEd (sponsored by Stanford 
University).

Imagine the possibilities . . .

And Many More Resources
A student’s Personalized Learning Plan may also include the use of 
online resources such as TEDTalks, YouTube EDU, online databases, 
public domain materials, and more!  All materials will be chosen 
specifically with each student’s needs and interests in mind.

How to Enroll 
Interested students may apply online by filling out 
the application on the Online Academy Web site at: 

http://blogs.mtlakes.org/onlineacademy

Once enrolled, arrangements will be made for the 
student to meet early in the Fall with our 
Educational Technology Specialist to develop a 
Personalized Learning Plan (PLP).  The PLP must 
then be approved by the student’s parent or 
guardian, guidance counselor, and MLHS principal.

You’re enrolled.  
What’s next?

Once your Personalized Learning Plan is in place, 
you will be able to use your free periods at school - 
as well as your personal time - to pursue your 

learning goal under the 
direction of our Educational 
Technology Specialist.  The 
culmination of this activity 
will be a  5-10 minute 
presentation during which 
you will demonstrate what 
you have learned.  
Successful completion of 
your goal via online 

coursework will be acknowledged by the award of a 
digital badge on your high school transcript. 

http://blogs.mtlakes.org/onlineacademy
http://blogs.mtlakes.org/onlineacademy

